
 

High Density Talisman Subdivision 
Application Just Submitted by Developer 

 

Yesterday morning the Beaver Valley Development Group (BVDG) presented a Draft Plan of 
Subdivision (see below), to Grey County for the Lower Talisman lands. As submitted, the subdivision 
application seeks Grey County approval without formally specifying what BVDG actually intends to 
build. Instead, BVDG’s offers a ‘suggested’ high density plan that includes 370 units, commercial 
development and relocation of watercourses along the Beaver River. 
 
The Escarpment Corridor Alliance (ECA) wants all of its partners, friends and supporters across the 
Niagara Escarpment of Southern Georgian Bay to be aware and understand the implications of this 
subdivision application and the severe, irreparable impact it could have on the Beaver Valley.   

Read on to find out more about: 
• The environmental importance of the Talisman Lands to the Beaver Valley 
• What you can do to protect the Talisman Lands to compliment ECA’s efforts 
• The upcoming release of the Vision For The Talisman Lands report 
• The importance of rejecting the developer’s application  

 

Urgent Action Required  
to Save Beaver Valley  

 

 
We expect that the application review process will unfold very quickly.  That’s why we ask that all 
readers ensure that they are signed up to receive timely communications from the ECA. We anticipate 
the announcement of a public meeting about the proposed plan of subdivision very shortly and will be 
providing comprehensive information on how you can make your voice heard to our elected officials.  
 
Urgent action is required if we are to preserve one of Ontario’s most iconic and beautiful 
locations…The Talisman Lands in the Beaver Valley. We only have one chance to help our local 
government make the right decision about the Lower Talisman lands. You can show your support in 
several ways: 
 

https://myescarpment.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=023482fd971c6bc8ee80fcd12&id=0c540d5dc6&e=8111c6ad2d
https://myescarpment.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=023482fd971c6bc8ee80fcd12&id=0c540d5dc6&e=8111c6ad2d
https://myescarpment.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=023482fd971c6bc8ee80fcd12&id=f5c78ec77c&e=8111c6ad2d


1. Spread the word, speak with your neighbours and forward this email.  
 
2. Sign up for our newsletter now.   
 
3. Donate today  to support our work. We need your support. 
 
 
  

Escarpment Corridor Alliance Swings Into 
Action 

 
Next week the Escarpment Corridor Alliance will be releasing a Vision For The Talisman Lands, a report, 
prepared by Public City a leading Canadian architectural and planning firm with the objective of presenting a 
master plan concept for the entirety of the Talisman lands. The ECA’s objective is to deliver a forward 
thinking alternative for development that balances recreational, ecological, economic, and agricultural 
opportunities within the region.   
 
 
 

Why The Developer’s Application Must be 
Rejected 

 

The ECA will be providing considerably more information in the coming days and weeks on each of the 
topics below.  In the Meantime, here is a snapshot as to why we believe this application must be rejected 
by the County: 
 
a)    The People’s Will - The vast majority of valley residents, and those from surrounding areas, do 
not support high density redevelopment of the former Talisman Resort area. 
 
b)    Legacy Planning Loopholes – The proposed lands are zoned Escarpment Recreation and the 
recreational use (former ski hills and golf course) that permitted associated development have long 
since lapsed and this subdivision application has no ties to the original recreational features nor any 
new features. 
 
c)     Lack of Transparency – Grey County is being asked to accept an incomplete application which, 
like a Trojan Horse, would allow BVDG to develop these precious lands in a fragmented fashion, 
getting approvals today and telling us later what they are going to build. 
 
d)    Ecological Sensitivity & Environmental Issues – Redevelopment of the entire former Talisman 
lands raises enormous ecological and environmental concerns. The scope and density of this 
subdivision application on the Lower Talisman lands would result in loss of wetlands, destruction of 
amphibian and cold water fishery habitat, contamination of the Beaver River and much more.  
 
e)    The Infrastructure Does Not Exist & the Costs Could Crush Taxpayers– Current sewage and 
road infrastructure is inadequate and the costs of upgrading this will be expensive and risk being 
borne by local taxpayers. 
 

https://myescarpment.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=023482fd971c6bc8ee80fcd12&id=9b45d08896&e=8111c6ad2d
https://myescarpment.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=023482fd971c6bc8ee80fcd12&id=3fa8b0a90d&e=8111c6ad2d


f)      No Master Plan - This subdivision application represents only one of three possible 
developments on the former Talisman Resort lands. No comprehensive master planning has ever 
been undertaken to look at these three developments as a whole. This is not smart planning, 
especially given the visibility and sensitivity of the Talisman lands. 
 
g)    “Beautiful … Naturally”? – Grey County will need to update their marketing slogan if they elect 
to approve this subdivision application. The immense appeal of the Beaver Valley for tourists and 
residents alike would be fundamentally damaged if the highest density development in the history of 
the County was built on these lands. 

 
 

 
 

 
















