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The owners of the Talisman Moun-
tain Springs Inn are still living the
dream of a fully restored resort. But
when that will happen remains un-
certain.

Brian Ellis and Phil Calvano, two
of the three partners, say they have
stoppedtryingtopredictaprecisedate
for a grand opening due to the uncer-
tainty of ongoingrenovations.

“I don’t want to disappoint or give
anybodyanyunrealisticexpectation,”
said Ellis. “Our plan is the summer of
this year but our plan could change.”

Themostrecentchallengesurfaced
last fall when it was learned that all of
thedrywallintheroomshadtobetorn
out and replaced with newer materi-
al.

“We found that the drywall in all of
thercoms didn’tmeetthefirecode...
it didn’t even meet the fire code of the
1990s. .. we found wood paneling be-
hind the drywall. And the drywall it-
self wasn’t the right thickness or the
firerated drywall.”

Thislatestsetbackhasadded anoth-
er $100,000 to the cost of renovations
and delayed completion by another
three months.

“Hence my apprehension with set-
tinga date for the opening,” Ellis said.

When Ellis and his partners bought
the resort they knew there was a lot

of work to be done But they weren’t
prepared for the surprises they un-
covered.

“Forexampleintheatticof Building
1, Pve never seen so many extension
cordsinmylife. [twaslikeaspiderweb.
.. The fact that place did not go up in
flames years ago is beyond me.”

The good news is the renovated re-
sort will last generations.

“Itwill definitely outlive me. I don’t
even knowif I'll live to the end of this
renovation” Ellis joked.

Most of the plumbing and wiring
have had to be replaced. Virtually all
of the insulation windows, doors, and
flooring are new.

All of the trim was replaced. The
kitchenandrestaurantwere complete-
lygutted andredone. Theexteriorofthe
buildingshad toberedone particularly
thebackareaswherethe poolsandoth-
eramenitiesarelocated.

More public bathrooms have been
added and especially handicapped
bathrooms which didn’t exist in the
original building constructed in 1960.

Rooms will be reconstructed to a
five-star hotel standard with new fur-
nishings, spa-like bathroom and ele-
gantfinishings. The conventionrooms
are getting a face lift and the second
floor room above the restaurant will
become an upscale ballroom. There
willbe alsobe several lounges.

The restoration of the golf course
is complete including greens and irri-
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gation and will open this spring. Dur-
ing the winter a new club house was
built.

Themakeoveroftheresortisgeared
toanadultmarketratherthan afamily
skiresortasinthe past.

Even without a fixed opening date
calls are coming in every week for
bookings.

“We're gettinga huge amount of in-
terest. There are a lot of péople who
feel an attachment to the place. And
for the conferences alot of the people
love the idea that Talisman is tucked
away in the valley; there’s not a lot of

distraction . .. we're one with nature
.. great place to think and unwind,”
Ellis said.

Renovations are new to Ellis and
his partners. They have a long and
suceessful track record of new builds
which are much more predictable.

“Youcanbudgetandyouareusually
withinbudgetunlessthere’ssomema-

jor site issue but you are usually fine

and not into it for that much money.
Buthereitjustgoesonand onand on.
Tt’s hard to keep a sense of humour;”
Ellis quipped

The inn has three buildings. Two
of them will be ready in time for the
opening.

Bythetimetherenovationsare com-
pleted the projectwillbe about $3mil-
lionoverbudget. Thatdoesn’tinclude
work on Building 3 which is to be the
spafacilities.

’{\?61 et A



Springs Inn.

By June Ellisis hoping the munici-
pality will come up with a plan to deal
with the exorbitantly high water and
sewerratesthathaveplagued the Kim-
berleyand surrounding areasince the
water delivery system was built.

Thesystemwas“overbuilt” inantic-
ipation ofresidential and commercial
growth in the Beaver Valley. Instead
the few homes and businesses on the
system continue todivide thehigh cost
ofoperation.

“It’s not an issue just for Talisman,
it'sanissueforeverybodyinthatarea.
When you are paying much more for
your water than your property taxes
there’s something wrong especially if
you're a business,” said Ellis, who ap-
plauds the efforts by council to find a

Phil Calvano, left, and Brian Ells, two of

rs of the Talisman Mountain

solution.

“The municipality seems keenly
aware of that. .. theyare taking this is-
sueseriouslyand theyareworking to-
wardsasolution. Ill hold myapplause
tothe end,” he said.

Ellis is looking forward to hosting
the Mudmoiselle again this year. It'sa
mud run fundraiser which features a
5-kilometre obstacle course winding
upanddown overtheformerTalisman
skihills. Last year’s event raised more
than $98,500. -

“We want Talisman to be the place
wherepeople cancomeandraisemon-
eyfordifferent charities... they get to
enjoythe Talismanwhileraisingmon-
eyforagood causeslike the cancerso-
ciety;” he said.
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